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What is it about babies that attracts unwanted advice?

BY CLAUDIA GRYVATZ COPQUIN | Special to Newsday
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"My daughter was going through a phase where she was biting Textsize: |&|[w

people,"recalls mom of two Susan Torney of Putham County,
"and somebody said to me, 'When my brother was biting my
mother, my mother just bit him back and he never bit again.' She
told me to bite my daughter back!"

It's not just unsolicited advice, weird

Related News from the Web or otherwise, that parents of
Community Guide 1 Family newborns complain about. They are
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also the recipients of unwelcome
comments and scoldings from family,
friends and even complete strangers.
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"At the mall, | was carrying my
daughter through the exit doors to go outside and an older woman stopped me and

asked where my daughter's hat was," says Miller Place mom of two and freelance writer
Janene Mascarella. Another time, "some strange woman gave me an earful after |

Resources whipped out Nutter Butter cookies and gave them to my kids. She asked me if | knew
Weather what was in there and actually snatched the package out of my hands to read the label to
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Then there is the endless barrage of often tactless personal questions: Is the baby
adopted? Did you take fertility drugs? Has he been circumcised? Do you really plan on
going back to work? When are you going to put her on a schedule? Did you have a C-
section?

"When my daughter was 3 months old, | went to visit my husband's office. There must
have been about 10 or 15 people standing around, and I'd never met them. One woman
who is single and has no kids, said, 'Did she come out of your vagina?' " recalls Gabby
Brennan of Sudbury, Mass. On another occasion, "l was feeding my daughter out of a
bottle, when a complete stranger asked me what was in the bottle," she says. Brennan
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